Summary of EMG Drylands writing team teleconference

16 August 2010

Participants:
Douglas Pattie (DP), UNCCD Secretariat; Clarissa Augustinus (CA), UN-Habitat; Elizabeth Migongo-Bake (EMB), Steve Twomlow (ST), UNEP ; Jessica Jones (scribe), Luca Perez, UNEP-WCMC ; Christina Negra, Heinz Center; Karoliina Saarniaho, UNFCCC Secretariat Hossein Fadaei (HF), EMG Secretariat
Discussion:

1) Overall/general comments

Notes added around line 68-70 should clear up confusion as to why the issue management group on Land is examining the issue of drylands in the first instance, which does not preclude linkages to other (non-drylands issues). 

References to the carbon market and REDD should be deleted. Mentions of carbon sequestration in soil potential should be softened in order not to create false expectations. There are many uncertainties. 
A number of individuals complemented the team for a strong draft which has improved significantly in terms of continuity and focus. 
The definition of drylands should incorporate alternative views than simply the aridity index. Length of growing season and other approaches should be mentioned, and possibly some explanation on the pros & cons of different definitions and/or why the definitions of drylands are so hotly debated. The report would also benefit from a paragraph on the distribution of drylands and better definition of the inconsistency between dryland ecosystems. Terminology used (grasslands, savannahs, etc) should appear in a glossary. 

Use of the DPSIR framework was discussed. UNEP suggested its use, on a previous iteration of the report but feedback suggested it wasn’t appropriate in Chapter 2. UNDDC (DP) find the Drylands Development Paradigm (Reynolds et al 2007) a more modern approach. EMB will make a contribution to clarify how the DPSIR framework can be appropriately utilised. 
Actions:

· Comments continue to be received by email on version 7, preferably by 20 August but on an ongoing basis until finalisation in October. 
· A glossary will be drafted and circulated to the group. UN-HABITAT (CA) will submit some terminology concerning land tenure and administration. 
· Carbon material to be revised in line with UNFCCC perspective. 

· Section on wetlands in drylands to be contributed by UNEP-WCMC (JJ). 

· UNEP (EMB) will make an appropriate contribution concerning the DPSIR framework. 

2) Guidance note 

The EMG would like to invite and encourage contributions from all the agencies for future steps and collaborations identified in Chapter 5. Reaction to the suggested themes are welcome, or entirely new proposals. Specific proposals including mechanisms or incentives for collaboration are particularly welcome. 

What the agencies roles and perspectives is on drylands is not coming through strongly enough. The table which was previously annexed was distilled into a graphic, which some find very useful indeed. 

A table should be added, according to a theme, which clarifies the role that various agencies play in the UN system in relation to the objectives of the report. This table could be based along the issues addressed (biodiversity, climate change, etc), thematic expertise of the agencies (SLM, agriculture, humanitarian intervention, etc) or another structure. A draft will be proposed. 
UN-HABITAT (CA) suggested an audience-specific guide to the report would improve readability. It would be in the introduction, and indicate to various groups where in the report they should refer. 
UNEP (ST) will send comments via email, including the suggestion to use the phrase “1 in 3 people” live in the drylands. This is a more relatable term, more easily visualised by the reader, than 2 billion people or 30-35% of people. 
Actions:

· Contributions by all agencies on proposals for Chapter 5 and vehicles for further collaboration on land/drylands, including cooperative mechanisms and structures. 
· A guide indicating the audiences of the report and sections they would be interested in will be added to the report. 

3) Process issues

EMG Secretariat (HF) thanked WCMC for the supporting role through the summer months and indicated the next steps for the report development process and beyond. The document will proceed next to two editors (technical and copy) and placed in the draft format in time for consultation in the margins of the UNGA/MDG Summit and EMG meetings in New York during late September. Further inputs welcomed on the basecamp website as early as possible, but on an ongoing basis until the second IMG meeting. 

A progress report on the work of the IMG on land will be provided to the 16th EMG Senior Officials meeting on 21 September 2010. The report will inform the Senior Officials meeting on the progress made and proposes continuation of the IMG;s work including follow up of its drylands report. The IMG will provide a final report on its accomplishments to the 17th Senior Officials meeting in September 2011.  

The IMG may consider organising its second meeting in early October 2010 to wrap up the report and agree on a road map for its follow up work.  Members were invited to inform the Secretariat on their availability for the meeting and propos ideas for the exact timing and the venue of the meeting. 

Further to the proposal of the UNCCD, the IMG may consider to take advantage of the  UNFCCC COP in Cancun to launch it report during late November/early December 2010. The UNCCD Secretariat have already secured a side event for that event. Comments on this proposal are welcome.  

UN-HABITAT (CA) clarifies that if the issue moves from drylands to land issues this would necessitate different IMG representatives to participate. The issues are vast but the EMG’s niche is on the environment and human settlement dimensions. 

Actions:

· Suggestions for the date and venue of the next IMG Land meeting (ideally early October) welcome.  
· Reactions on the proposal to launch the report at UNFCCC COP in Cancun and suggestions of other events for further consultation or launch welcome. 

4) AOB / Close:

JJ will be on holiday for 2.5 weeks from Friday 20 August. The last version of the document will be posted then for further comments, but at the same time will be reviewed by two editors. 
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