21/ 21. International environnental governance
The Governi ng Council,

Underlining the inmportance of the Wrld Summt on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent to
be held in 2002 to review the outcone of the United Nations Conference on

Envi ronnent and Devel opnent, to reinvigorate the global commitnent to
sust ai nabl e devel opnent and, as a critical opportunity to advance

i nternational cooperation for sustainable devel opnent on the basis of concrete
conmtments at the highest |evel,

Recal | i ng General Assenbly resolution 55/200 in which the Assenbly stressed
the inmportant role that the United Nations Environnent Progranme has to play
in the ten year review of progress achieved in the inplenentation of the

out conme of the United Nations Conference on Environnent and Devel opnent,

Recal ling the Nairobi Declaration in which the role of the United Nations
Envi ronnment Progranme is confirned as the | eading gl obal environnenta
authority that sets the global environnental agenda, that pronotes the
coherent inplenentation of the environnental dinension of sustainable
devel opnent within the United Nations systemand that serves as an

aut horitative advocate for the global environment,

Wel coming efforts already nade to realise the objectives of the Nairob

Decl aration, as well as the inplenentation of General Assenbly resolution

53/ 242 and the subsequent establishnment of the @ obal Mnisterial Environnment
Forum the Environnental Managenent G oup and the strengthening of the United
Nations O fice at Nairobi

Recogni zi ng that these reforns constitute first steps in a process of
necessary stream ining and strengthening of the systemof internationa

envi ronnent al governance including in the context of sustainable devel opnent
with the objective of enhancing policy coherence and i npl enentati on,

Enphasi zi ng that stable, predictable and adequate funding is a prerequisite
for inmproved governance and should constitute a central aspect of
del i berations on inproving international environmental governance,

Recal ling the recommendations fromthe Malnmd Mnisterial Declaration that the
2002 conference should review the requirenents for a greatly strengthened
institutional structure for international environnental governance based on an
assessnent of future needs for an institutional architecture that has the
capacity to effectively address wi de-ranging environnental threats in a
globalizing world, and that United Nations Environment Programe's role in
this regard should be strengthened and its financial base broadened and nmde
nore predictable,

1. Calls upon the United Nations Environment Programre and nenber
governments of the United Nations and its specialised agencies to intensify
efforts to inplenent General Assenbly resolution 53/242 as a basis for further
i nstitutional strengthening;



2. Deci des to establish an open-ended |Intergovernnental Group of mnisters
or their representatives, with the Executive Director as an ex-officio nenber,
to undertake a conprehensive policy-oriented assessnent of existing
institutional weaknesses as well as future needs and options for strengthened
i nternational environnental governance, including the financing of the United
Nati ons Environnent Progranme, with a view to presenting a report containing
anal ysis and options to the next session of the Governing Council/d oba

M ni sterial Environment Forum

3. Requests the Commttee of Permanent Representatives as the subsidiary
body of the Governing Council/d obal Mnisterial Environnmental Forumto
provide its due contribution to this process in an expeditious nmanner

4, Requests the Executive Director, in consultation with governnents to
review the state of international environnental governance and el aborate a
report to be submtted to the Intergovernnental Group at its first neeting

5. Deci des that the process should benefit fromincorporating the views and
perspectives of other United Nations entities, international financial
institutions, expert institutions, major groups, and individuals outside the
United Nations system

6. Deci des that the next session of the Governing Council/d oba

M ni sterial Environnment Forum shoul d undertake in depth discussion of the
report with a viewto providing its input on future requirenents of

i nternational environmental governance in the broader context of nultilatera
efforts for sustainable developnent to the tenth session of the Comi ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel oprment acting as the preparatory body for the World Summt on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent at its neeting at the Mnisterial level in May 2002 as
a contribution to the Wirld Sunmt on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent;

7. Requests the President of the Governing Council to informthe
Conmi ssi on on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent, at its first session as the preparatory
body of the Wirld Summt on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent, of this decision of the
Council and of the views expressed by Mnisters of the Environnment on
i nternational environnental governance at this session of the Governing
Counci | / A obal M nisterial Environment Forum

8. Requests the Executive Director to seek additional financial resources
fromgovernnents in a position to contribute to supporting this process in
particular to facilitate the participation of devel oping country
representatives.



